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Resolution in support of a proposed common frame of reference for francophone authorities to govern the transfer of personal data between companies
Adopted by the General Meeting of the AFAPDP

October 31, 2011, in Mexico City, Mexico
We, representatives of the Association francophone des autorités de protection des données personnelles (AFAPDP), meeting in Mexico City on October 31, 2011, during the Fifth Conference of Francophone Data Protection Commissioners;
Aware of the impact of technology and globalization on the volume of transfers of personal data between companies;

Aware of the development of economic relations between francophone countries and the resulting increase in transfers of personal data;

Guided by the legislative provisions of several Francophonie member states on the transfer of personal data and in particular on the need to guarantee an adequate level of protection; 

Aware of the need for a common approach among personal data protection authorities in the Francophonie to the guarantees required for personal data transfer;

Desiring to provide companies in Francophonie member states with a pragmatic, consistent approach to ensure the transfer of personal data is governed effectively;

Recognizing the relevance of the standard contractual clauses
 and Binding Corporate Rules
 developed by the European Union and francophone data protection authorities;
Noting the need for mechanisms for cooperation and shared procedures among the protection authorities in the countries concerned in order to govern international transfers of personal data, in particular within the Francophonie;
Noting that some companies within the Francophonie have already requested transfers and considering that it would be beneficial to quickly establish the first mechanisms for cooperation to respond to those requests, which could provide useful trials to be evaluated before more general rules are adopted;
Jointly and severally declare:
· That we express our firm commitment to promoting a broad, harmonized approach by Francophonie authorities to personal data transfers between Francophonie member states and to countries that do not provide an adequate level of data protection;
· That we sincerely hope that mutual trust and cooperation will develop between Francophonie authorities;

· That such an objective cannot be achieved unless all Francophonie states establish common principles and procedures for personal data transfer between Francophonie states and to third countries;

· That such common principles could lay the groundwork for coordinated action by the authorities concerned and binding legal instruments to guarantee an appropriate level of protection for people whose data are transferred between Francophonie countries or to countries that do not have adequate protection;

· That we establish a working group that should take a multi-pronged approach to:

1. begin developing a frame of reference common to all Francophonie authorities to allow them to assess whether the protection provided for personal data transfers between Francophonie states and to countries that do not have adequate protection is adequate;

2. establish cooperation among authorities to promote coordinated action, monitoring and assessment so as to facilitate the recognition and effective implementation of guarantees offered by companies exporting data from Francophonie countries to other Francophonie countries or to countries that do not have adequate protection;
3. help with and coordinate the work of authorities to whom certain companies have already made requests for transfers so that they can work together to establish mechanisms specifically and exclusively to govern those transfers. The working group will report to the association’s next conference.
� http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/document/international-transfers/transfer/index_en.htm


� http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/document/international-transfers/binding-corporate-rules/index_en.htm
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